
Ride and Tie Board Meeting June 23, 5pm PST/8 pm EST 

1. Call to order - 5:08pm/8:08pm 

2. Roll call - Carrie Baris, Bob Heltibridle, Lauren Bilsky, Sara Boelt, Chris Amaral, Nick 
Kohut, Rhonda Venable, Chris Shoemaker, Lani Newcomb. Absent: Mary Tiscornia, Steve 
Anderson, Steve Shaw, Greg Fellers, Elaine Ruprecht 

3. Approval of minutes from May 19, 2026. Motion to accept minutes: Lani. Second: Rhonda. 
Motion passed. 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Steve Anderson absent from meeting. Will wait until the next 
meeting to discuss further. Did make payment to vet scholarship winners and essay 
contest winner. 

5. World Championship/West Coast Championship – Most entries were in the equathon, 
lots of young people and children involved, and family teams. Only one pull the whole 
weekend. Posts on social media from participants were a hit. Nick has submitted a column 
for the President’s Message to Endurance News about both the AERC and Ride and Tie 
championships. Chris A tried to get in touch with Luis, but hasn’t done so to discuss the 
reasons why he canceled the Coolest West Coast Championship. World Championship for 
2027 – will be on the East Coast again. West does not have the participation or 
management to put on a championship. If they can pull off a Regional Championship next 
year, then we will consider allowing the Worlds to go back West. Lauren Bilsky has 
submitted a proposal for next year to have the ride at Hillman in Pennsylvania, not sure of a 
date yet, or whether it will be a stand alone or paired with an AERC ride. Would probably 
only do two days, and state will not approve permits until January. Chris A and Carrie both 
offered to help, as well as other board members. 

6. Election results – Elaine did not join the meeting, Chris will find out why. Lauren and 
Carrie are on the meeting. Lani made a motion to to re-elect Chris Amaral as President, 
Sara Boelt as Vice President, Carrie Baris as Secretary, and Steve Anderson as Treasurer. 
Second: Rhonda. Motion passed. 

9. New Data Organization – Chris S and Brett presented on the data organization. Brett has 
created a place to submit ride results with drop down menu, and a place to look up results. 
Everything is in drop down boxes, horses, riders, ride location, etc. Brett is working on a 
new database, though it would be possible to use the existing database – though it is 
antiquated. A new one would be cleaner and easier to manage, and this system would flow 
one way – there would not be multiple ways to submit results. Brett is also working to 
automate reports, so it would be easy to transfer, backup, and run reports for points 
champions for each category.  



Next meeting: Tuesday, July 21st 5pm/8pm 

Meeting Adjourned: 6:09pm/9:09pm 


