
Ride and Tie Board Meeting April 21, 5pm PST/8 pm EST 

1. Call to order - 5:05pm/8:05pm 

2. Roll call - Carrie Baris, Bob Heltibridle, Janice Heltibridle, Chris Amaral, Sara Boelt, Barb 
Mathews, Nick Kohut, Steve Shaw, Greg Fellers. Absent: Mary Tiscornia, Steve Anderson, 
Rhonda Venable, Chris Shoemaker, Lani Newcomb 

3. Approval of minutes from March 17, 2026. Motion to accept minutes: Janice. Second: 
Barb. Motion passed. 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Steve Anderson absent from meeting. Will wait until the next 
meeting to discuss further. 

5. Joanne Mitchell plaque – Presented by Chris Shoemaker to Joanne Mitchell at Giddyup 
and Run.  

6. Vet Scholarship Committee – Winner and second place have been chosen by the 
committee. There are several honorable mentions. All will be placed in the newsletter. 

7. High School Essay Contest – Five entries. Committee is getting together this week to 
choose the winner, which will be published in the newsletter. 

8. Board Nominations Report – Lauren Bilsky and Carrie Baris have submitted a bio and 
photo. Chris A is working with Elaine Ruprecht on her submission. 

9. Less Races Question – Chris Amaral suggests that we reduce the number of options at 
races so that more members compete in each race. Move to discuss this more at the next 
meeting. 

10. Succession Plan – Need a plan to pass on knowledge, a list of tasks for board members 
in a handbook. Carrie again suggested we utilize our Google Ride and Tie account for this 
so we can share documents within the organization. 

11. Hats for marketing – Rhonda will look into options and report to the board. Agreed that 
we should have free hats for new members, vets, and volunteers. 

12. Reports of Bad Behavior at Rides – Nick Kohut reports that there have been behavior 
issues at rides (AERC) including alcohol, and yelling at children. Just a reminder to report 
bad behavior, if you see something say something. Several reports have been made to Safe 
Sport. 

13. World Championship Course Questions – Carrie asked about the course for the short 
race. Janice offered Chris Amaral a partner with a horse if he is able to come. 



Next meeting: Tuesday, May 19th 5pm/8pm 

Meeting Adjourned: 5:43pm/8:43pm 


