
2026 Old Dominion Ride & Tie and Equathon Weekend  

SATURDAY August 8, 2026 “How-To” Clinic 2-4 p.m.  

SATURDAY August 8, 2026 6:00 p.m. 20, 12, and 6 mile 
Ride and Tie and 12/3 and 12/6 Equathon  

SUNDAY August 9, 2026 7:30 a.m. 20, 12, and 6 mile 
Ride and Tie and 12/3, 12/6 and 12/12 Equathon  

  
The Old Dominion Equestrian Endurance Organization, Inc. is an organization which fosters and encourages 
both the use and development of the working horse through various efforts. It is the intent of the Old Dominion 
to provide the opportunity to participate in a challenging sport and at the same time to provide the rider with 
the knowledge to make it both safe and enjoyable.  

  
Awards: In keeping with our philosophy that “To Finish is to Win”, each contestant that 
passes the final veterinary examination after crossing the finish line will receive a 
completion award.  

  
Ride Camp: Ride camp will be located at The Old Dominion base camp, 1794 Happy 
Valley Rd, Orkney Springs, VA 22845. Please scatter your manure before you leave. 
Do NOT throw into creek.  No horses in creek. Camp opens at 3:00 pm on FRIDAY 
with limited facilities and closes on SUNDAY at 8:00 pm. DOGS MUST REMAIN ON 
LEASH AND/OR CONFINED IN YOUR CAMP SITE AREA!  

  
Directions to Base Camp:  

  
  From the North on I-81 South, take Exit 273 (Mt. Jackson), turn right at the top of the ramp 
onto Mt. Jackson Rd. Go to the T, turn left onto Rte 614 for 1.1 miles, then a right (west) onto Rt 
263 (Orkney Grade). Stay on 263 for about 11 miles, taking it slow on winding, downhill grade 
as you enter Orkney Springs. As the grade levels out, take your first left onto Happy Valley 
Road. Go ½ mile; turn right at right hand bend in road to reach the entrance of the Base Camp 
field about 200 yards down on your left.  
  
From the South on I-81 North, take Exit 269 (to avoid traffic in Mount Jackson), turn right 
off exit ramp and then left onto Rt 11 North, continue about 2 miles, then turn left onto Rt 
263, following this road about 11 miles. Follow the above directions from that point.  

  
Registration & Vet-in: Registration & Vet-in will be from 3-5 p.m. on Saturday for the 
Saturday night event, and 5:30-6:30 a.m. on Sunday for the Sunday events. All horses 
must be examined by a veterinarian before the event in order to be able to start, during 
the event in order to be able to continue, and at the end of the event before completions 
can be awarded. The veterinarian’s decision is final.  

  
Ride & Tie Briefing: A meeting will be held at approximately 4 p.m. Saturday for all 
riders/runners in the Saturday night event to review up-to-date trail conditions, markings and 
the locations and logistics of the check points and holds. Questions from participants will be 
answered at this time. The meeting for Sunday’s events will be at 6:30 am.  

  
Riding the trail: HELMETS ARE REQUIRED WHILE MOUNTED! Once the event has 
begun, the rider is free to choose his/her own pace as long as the veterinary committee has 
ensured at the mandatory checks that the horse is recovering to the safe parameters of 



temperature, pulse and respiration, and that there are no signs of excessive fatigue or 
lameness which would endanger the horse. The terrain may have sections that are 
rocky and challenging. Plan to ride accordingly. Shoes are required for the 20 mile 
distance and pads are recommended. Hoof boots count as shoes.  No smoking on 
the trail.  

  
Ride Manager: Kelly Pults, 673 Hickory Lane, Mount Jackson, VA 22842.  540-325-4145. 
kbl001@yahoo.com.  

  
Sanctioned by the Ride & Tie Association. Ride & Tie rules available on request.  

  
 


